[Dental hygienist in financial independent practice: an established institute?].
The purpose of this article was to describe the development and actual status of the financial independent dental hygienist in The Netherlands. In 15 years nearly 100 dental hygienists started in financial independent practice after a few years of experience. In a survey (response: 80%, N = 58) respondents reported that especially patients with advanced periodontal diseases were treated in their practice. A majority of the respondents also works for a dentist employer. Compensation by insurance companies makes the treatment by independent dental hygienists approachable for more patients and is therefore advisable.